From a Lerirs n 
Scots Gentleman at London, 
TO A 
MEMBER of the COMMON-COUNs 
Cl. of Edinburg b, 


UPON 


The Subject of the enſuing ELE C- 
TION, ofa MEMBER to ſerve 


in PARLIAMENT for that CIT. 


— 


N. B. The Right of Election of Members to ſerve 
in Parliament, for the City of Edinburgh, is in 

2 Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates, and Common- 
uncil, a 
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Extract of a Letter wrote by a Scots 

Gentleman at London, to a Mem- 

ber of the Common Council of 

 FEaimburgh, upon the Subject of 
the enſuing Election of a Mem- 
ber to ſerve in Parliament for that 
City, 


. —_ 


——— 
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— - I find by yours of the 
' 11th, there is ſome Foundation for the Re- 

orts we have here, by ſeveral Letters of 
The gth, of an Entertainment given to the 
Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates, Sc. of Ediu- 
burgh, by a noble Peer, who, in an ele- 
gant Speech, explained to them the ſeve- 
ral great, rare, and good Qualities required 
in the Perſon, who ought to repreſent that 
City in the-next Parliament; and conclud- 
ed, by ſhewing them, That all theſe cen- 
ter'd in a Gentleman then preſent, ( 42s 
own ine Merchant) and then recom- 
mended him to their Choice, in a large 
Bumper of Wine, * Is this ſo? Or, Is it 
P aA# vids 2; poſſible 
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Tis cuſtomary for the Lord Mayor of London, when any Perſan 
is defgned tor Sherifl, to drink to hin in a Bumper of Wine. 


1 
poſſible the City of Edinburgh is ſunk ſo 
very low ? - 


ARE your . r and Council to 
receive their Directions, in a Matter of this 
Conſequence, from a Stranger, and from 
a Peer too? Are thoſe who are intruſted 
with the Rights, Privileges, and Intereſts 
of your City, Men of ſo very mean Ca- 
pacity, ſo very low in their Underſtand- 
ings, as to be incapable, upon their own 
Judgment, to make a proper Choice of a 
fit Perſon to repreſent them in Parlia- 
ment? Are they really ſo very mean: ſpi- 
rited, as to make ſuch a Sacrifice of the 
Honour and Independency of our Metro- 
poliran City? Could the imalleft, the moſt 
contemptible Borough in Great Britain 


ſubmit to a worſe Treatment? Could the 


Propricror of Old Sarum, a Borough con- 
fiſting of a few Houles, all the Property 
of one Man, where all the Voters are his 
abſolute Dependents, and Tenants at Will, 
to be remov'd from their Poſſeſſions, and 
Right of voting at Pleaſure, could this ab- 
ſolute Lord of the Soil treat his Voters 


worſe? - INT 


Is the City of Edinburgh, which uſed 
to have ſo great an Influence over the o- 
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ways exerted itſelf, not only to preſerve 
its own Independency, but alſo he Inde- 
pendency of all the Boroughs? Is this Me- 
tropolitan, Head of all the Reſt, reduced 
to ſo very low an Ebb, as to ſubmit to a 
Treatment, which hardly any other Bo- 
rough in Scotland would bear with Pati: 
D Brin norton '; 0 ena 


I am told the Perſon thus recommends 


ed is a Gentleman of good Senſe and Parts, 
and a very deſerving young Man, one who 
is very capable to lerve in the Office of 
Magiſtracy, and may in Time, and by Ex- 
perience in Offices, when he has riſen by 
uch Degrees as are confiſtent with that 
Equality which ought ro be obſerved, and 
with that Honour and Reſpect which is 
due to the moſt conſiderable Citizens, 
who ſerve in the Offices of Magiſtracy in 

every free, great, and independent City ; 
when this Gentleman has, by his Con- 
duct and Behaviour in one Office, ſuffi- 
ciently recommended himſelf to his Fel- 
low-Citizens to ſerve them in a higher; 


he may, in due Time, fill the higheſt Of. 


fice, and be regularly choſen to the higheſt 
Truſt; but to recommend him at once 
to repreſent the City in Parliament, is an 
G 5 | Affront 
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Affront to the whole Body of the Citizens, 
of ſuch a Nature, which ſurely they can 


never digeſt. 


WRA Kind of Men have ſerved the City 
in the different Offices of Magiſtracy theſe 
laſt twenty Years? Is E — (as Saluſt 
ſaid of Rome, when it was drawing near 
to its final Diſſolution, and utter Extincti- 
on of its Liberty) like a barren Mother 
incapable to produce Children to protect 
and defend her? Is there no Man of con- 
fular Rank, as all thoſe who have ſerved 
in the higheſt Station may be properly 
called? None who have ſerved in the other 
Offices of Baillies, Deans of Guild, Trea- 
ſurers, and Conveeners of the Trades, 
which may be compared ro Prætors, 
<diles, Duzſtors, and Tribunes? Among 
all theſe, is there not one, who ought to 
be preferred to a Noviciate; One, who is 
not ſo much as known to his Fellow-Ci- 


tizens, by having ſerved in any Office of 


Magiſtracy at all ? One, who is but juſt 
come upon your Council, of whoſe Parts 
and Abilities, be they ever ſo great, you 
can have no Knowledge from Experience? 
And why is this Gentleman to be prefer- 
red to all his Senzors in Rank ? He had 
more Wiſdom and Modeſty, it ſeems, than 
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fo preſume to offer ſuch an Indignity to his 
Senors himſelf. And is the Recommen- 


dation of a Great 3 ſufficient to make 
ou give up your Right to private Judg- 
. end ihe free — — — 
ſon ? To make a Sacriftcc'of the Rights 
and Privileges of your Fellow. Citizens, 
and of the Independency of the City itſelf, 
to his arbitrary Will and Pleaſure? 
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ARE you really reduced to ſo low a 
State of Vaſſallage and Dependency, ſunk 
in your Reputation lower than the mean- 
eſt Trading Borough in the Kingdom ? Pray, 
how did your preſent Lord Provoſt bear 
ſuch an Inſult made to his Face? He per- 
ſonally, by Reaſon of his great Age, and 
being utterly 4 Stranger to Parliamentary 
Affairs, might himſelf decline ſtanding: 
But has he no Regard for the Dignity of 
his Office? None for the» Credit and Re- 
putation of thoſe who have formerly filled 
that Chair with Honour and Ability? And 
how pray did the other Magiſtrates and 
Office- bearers bruik ſuch an Affront put 
upon them, and upon all their Predecet- 
ſors ? Is it poſſible that the Body of the 
Citizens can ſubmit to tuch Uſage ? To ſee 


all thoſe who now do, and who formerly 


haye ſerved them in the Office of Magi- 
ſtracy 


e 
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ſtracy ſa much un Ara; ſet al 
. 2 And to ſee the Recommendation 
of a Great Man, preferred to the Merit of 
all their beſt, wet oft worthy Citizens? 
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Is this the Example, which the Metro- 
olitan City of our Country is to ſet to 
the reſt of our Boroughs? To make a Sur- 
render of their Freedom and Independency ? 
To give up the free Uſe and Exerciſe of 
their Reaſon, in the Choice of thoſe who 
are to repreſent them, that great and va- 
luable Privilege, which diffinguiſhes free 
Men from Slaves? To give up this: eſſen- 
tial Mark, and fare Badge of Liberty and 
Independency, into tlie Hands of any 
great Man, Who ſhall be pleated, once in 
teven Years, to treat them with Civility 
and Wine? Are we really come to this 
low Paſs ? Or have theſe Things been mag- 
nified, and miſrepreſented? I hope they 
_ 8 oY were = told, _; in 
their Cups, they agreed to depute ſome of 
their —_ der te make. We Retinue 
of this great Man, and to aſſiſt him to ſub- 
vert the Rights and Independency of other 
Boroughs, by diſpofing them to chuſe only 


ſuch Perſons to reprefent them, as he ſhould 


'be pleaſed to recommend. 


THIS 
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Tus Icannot believe; becauſe it would 


be a Species of a treaſonable Attempt 


ub 
on the Rights and Privileges of abe 
Commons of Great Britain, whoſe uni- 
form Senſe upon this Head, has been al- 
ways 1 declared, That it zs the 
hrgheſt Infringement off the Rights of 
the Commons, for any Peer to meddle 
in the Elections of. Commoners. And for 
one Borough, firſt to give up its own 
Rights to a Peer, and to be allo ſubſer vi- 
ent to procure the like baſe and tame Re- 
ſignation from other Boroughs, would be 
Felo de ſè with a Witneſs, and ſomething 
worſe, as it would involve others in the 
ſame Ruin, and Diſgrace with itſelf. This 
Kind of Behaviour is of a criminal Nature, 
and es the 3 of the Legtfla- 
ture. A Report only (I hope) without 


You mention no other Candidate but 
this Wine-merchant alone; nor do you 
ſay whether the Bulk of the Citizens, e- 
ay the Members of the preſent 
Town-council, will be ſo meanly tame, 


10 ſervilely civil, as to ſubmit blind-fold; 


and implicitely to make a Compliment of 
their own Underſtanding to this great 


Man. Has your preſent Member, pray, 


abio- 


eat 


( 10 4) 
abſolutely” refuſed to ſtand again? If he 


has not, I ſhould be glad to know, if the 


City of Edinburgh is lo very inſenſible 
of its own Honour and a | 

a Favour to any great Man, or to. any 
Number of great Men, in Competition 
with the Merit and Services of one of its 
einen oct). <<, 


Ix this Gentleman. is willing, I believe 
it will ſcarcely be denied, that no Man is 
more able to ſerve your City in Parlia+ 


ment, than he is. Thoſe. who choſe him 


firſt; did, like Free-men, act the Part of 
Men of Wiſdom and Probity ; like Men 
of Senſe, who had their own Honour, 
and the Honour and Intereſt of the City, 
and its Inhabitants, at Heart; like provi- 
dent Men of: Prudence and Diſcretion, 
their Forecaft was founded on Reflection 
and Experience; ſuch were their Motives ! 
Motives which alone have Weight with 
cvery honeſt Man of Judgment and Saga- 
city. | 5 3 


THis Gentleman had been long well 
known to all his Fellow- citizens, by his 
Behaviour, both in publick and private 
Life: He had been often a Member of 
the Town- council; two ſeyeral Times ſer- 
ved 


as to put 
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ved the Office of a Baillie, two Years 
Dean of Guild, two ſeveral Years Old 
Dean of Guild; and when his Predeceſſor 
declined to repreſent the City any longer 
in Parliament, by Reaſon of his great Age, 
this Gentlemen was then in the ſecond 
Year of his ſecond Provoſtſhip. He had, 
on many various - Occaſions, given re- 


markable Specimens of his Abilities for - 


publick Buſineſs, and had, through the u- 
niform Courſe of all his Magiſtracies, gi- 
ven great Application and Attention to 
the Duties Ft his Office, and conducted 
himſelf with great Uprightneſs, with Spi- 
rit and Reſolution, and with a firm and 
ſteady Mind. He had then, likewiſe, for 
ſeveral Years, diſtinguiſhed himſelf for his 
Application in Knowledge and Trade, and 
National Manufactures, in the Execution 


of another Truſt of great Conſequence, 


which has proved ſo great a National Be- 
nefit to our Country: Upon theſe Expe- 
riences of this Gentleman's former Beha- 
viour, thoſe who were then Magiſtrates, 
and Members of Council, conceiv'd great 
Hopes of his Fitneſs to repreſent the Ci- 


ty in Parliament; and, _ theſe ratios: 


nal Grounds, he was their unanimous 


Choice, without one contradictory Vote, 
.H1s 


ee 
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the Choice: For, by his 253 — and 
Attention, he ſoon got the Character of a 
Man of Buſineſs and Order; was early in- 
truſted with the leading and conducting of 
Bills through the Houſe, both private and 
of a publick Nature: And, upon many 
various Occaſions, diſtinguiſhed himſelf, 
by the Juſtneſs of his Notions, and Opi- 
nions in publick Affairs, eſpecially ſuch 
as regard Trade in general, National Ma- 
nufactures, or publick Oeconomy and Po- 
lice, and thereby he has gained great Cre- 
dit and Reputation to himſelf, and refle. 
cted Honour upon thoſe who ſent him. 


Ax ſuch Men as theſe, who are ſo ve- 
ry uſeful to the Publick in the general. 
and, in a particular Manner, to thoſe 
Communities they repreſent in Parliament, 
ſo very common? Does our Country, or 
any Country, abound with Members in 
Parliament of ſuch Capacity, ſuch Appli- 
cation and Attention, that any Communi- 
ty may wantonly, to oblige a great Man, 
deprive ittelif of the Inn of 
3 a one, to make Way for his Favou- 
rite, of whole Fitneſs and Abilities, they 
can have no Knowledge from Experi- 
ence? — 


THE 


1 | 
THE City of Edinburgh hirherto has 
been, and, I hope, ever will be, free and 
independent of every great Man, and of 
all great Men, as ſuch: But, as a Part of 
the whole, it muſt have a Connection 
with, and a Dependence upon the whole. 
Moſt Cities, and the City of Edinburgh 
in particular, has often received, what 
may be conſtrued, Favours from the 


Crown, Favours from the Legiſlature; may 


it not ſtill want fuch Favours? And if it 
ſhould, would it be wife or honeſt, in the 
Members of the preſent Council, would 
it be a faithful Diicharge of the Truſt re- 
poſed in them, for the Good of the City, 
to lay ſuch a Gentleman aſide upon this 
Occaſion, if he is willing to ſerve them? 
One who is ſo well known, and ſo gene- 
rally well eſteemed, by ſo many Men of 
great Weight and Credit in both Houles 5 
one who has given ſo many Proofs of his 
Clearneſs and Accuracy in ſtating, or ex- 
plaining any Matter or Queſtion, within 
or without Doors, how could they anſwer 
it to their Fellow - citizens, or to their own 
Conſciences, if any Queſtion that regards 
the Intereſt of the City in Parliament, 
ſhould miſcarry for want of ſuch Aſſi- 
ſtance ? 3 N 


Is 
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Is it poſſible, that your Citizens can 
ſo ſoon forget the ſignal and eminent Ser- 
vice your preſent Member did them, by 
the brave Stand, and noble Defence he 
made for the City, in the Caſe of Por- 
teous? When he was choſen, ſuch a Tri- 
al was little expected; and if upon that, 
and other Occaſions, the Capacity, and 


Abilities of that Perſon to ſerve his Coun- 


try in Parliament, . have 1 ſo very 

evident, would any wiſe Men, who have 
the leaſt — for the common and ge- 
neral Intereſts of their Country, ever part 
with ſo uſeful a Man, while he preſerves 
his Faculties entire, and is willing to ex- 
erciſe them in the Service of his Country 
and Fellow - citizens? ment O00: 


IF theſe Gentlemen conſider this, as it 
really is, aTr#uft of a publick Nature, oc- 
caſionally veſted in them, not to anſwer 
any private End or Purpoſe, but for tho 
general common Good of that City and 
Country, then no Solicitation, no Influ- 
ence of any Kind, can have any Weight 
whatioever. The Merits of the Perſons 
in Competition muſt alone determine this 
Queſtion ; Merits which are to be cooly, 


fairly, and ſtrictly weighed, and tried by 


the Experience of former Services, the 


only 
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only Way whereby 83 Judgment, or 
Opinion can be formed, with any tole- 
rable Degree of Certainty: For, ſurely it 
can never be imagined, that any Perſon, 
acting in a publick Capacity, can be ſo ve- 
ry weak or wicked, 1o void of all Senſe 
of Duty, and ſocial Virtue, as to look = | 
on this as a private Property, as a light 
Thing of no Moment, to be arbitrarily 
and wanronly complimented away, to put 
a Feather in any Nobleman's Cap. 
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